
 
Meaning of Self-Reliance  
 
Self-reliance is being independent, which is being able to depend on you alone and to do things by 
yourself without assistance from others. Self-reliance is what you do using your mind, body and soul. I 
believe that self-reliance is just being your own person and not always following behind one person 
and not to be influenced by negative things from negative people. This is why you should be your own 
person.  
 
We accomplished self-reliance as a group because we were alone a lot doing things as a group 
without the counsellors. We hiked, cooked, and found camp alone at times. That is an example of the 
Outlaws using self-reliance. The term self-reliance is often confused with self-sufficiency though they 
are not one and the same. Self-sufficiency can be interpreted in both a general as well as a partial 
sense. In general sense, self-sufficiency implies that a country is in a position to fulfill all its 
requirements of goods and services from domestic sources and is not at all dependent on import. In 
such a situation the possibility as exports can also be ruled out as, if the country is not dependent on 
imports, foreign, exchange earned through exports has no relevance for such country. In fact, self-
sufficiency in general sense is an unrealistic situation. However, self-sufficiency in partial sense 
implies that a country is in a position to fulfill all its requirements of goods and services either from 
domestic sources or has adequate foreign exchange to import goods and services it requires from 
abroad. Self-reliance implies self-sufficiency in partial sense, i.e., a country is capable of meeting all 
its requirements either from domestic sources or has an ability to import them from abroad. Therefore, 
it can be said that to be self-reliant a country need not be self-sufficient.  
 
Importance of Self-Reliance  
 
India won independence after about two centuries of colonial exploitation. At this juncture, the world 
politics as whole was undergoing a revolutionary change but the developed countries, were not 
prepared to abandon their imperialistic pursuit. Hence, India, like many other newly liberated 
countries, could not risk its freedom again by opening up its economy to the western world. However, 
Indian economy at that time was afflicted by severe problems like shortage of food grains, 
underdevelopment of agricultural as well as industrial sector, scarcity of capital and technological 
obsolescence. We need to analyze these aspects of Indian economy in order to understand why 
economically backward country like India should become self reliant in these key areas of 
development.  
 
Shortage of Food grains  
 
At the time of independence, India was purely an agrarian economy and this character of Indian 
economy has not changed over the past five decades. At the time of independence, the production of 
food grains in India was much less than its demand. Shortage of food grains in the country often led 
to mass unrest and therefore India entered into the PL-480 agreement with the USA for the import of 
food grains. Though this benefited consumers in the short run but it had many adverse repercussions 
such as threat of political blackmailing from major food grains suppliers, bad impact on domestic 
producers, etc. However, with the withdrawal of PL-480 program by the US and subsequent launch of 
the Green Revolution strategy by India has removed obstacles to the development of agricultural 
sector in India and today we are self sufficient in the production of food grains.  



Underdevelopment of Industrial Structure On the eve of independence, the industrial development in 
the India was confined to traditional indigenous industries producing handful of consumer goods such 
as cotton textile, sugar, paper and leather goods. Industries manufacturing intermediate good like iron 
and steel, cement, etc., had a capacity much below the requirements. Capital goods industries were 
almost non-existent. In short, industrial development in India after independence manifested all the 
signs of underdevelopment. The government, thus, accorded a top priority to the programs of 
industrial development as soon as planning process began in India. As a part of planned efforts, a 
number of industries were setup in public sector. The second Five Year Plan was referred to as 
industrial plan and number of basic and heavy industries, including iron and steel, non-ferrous metal, 
coal, cement, heavy chemicals and others were set up.  
Scarcity of Capital Accounting to the Central Statistical Organization (CSO) the Gross Domestic 
Saving (GDS) rate was just 8.95 in 1950-51. This rate was much below standard. The GDS rate did 
not show much increase during the planning period in the initial phase. As a result, India had to 
depend on external foreign aid for meeting its import requirements. The country, however, failed to 
raise adequate funds from foreign sources on account of certain political constraints. Besides the low 
rate of saving, the other factor, which compelled the government to seek foreign aid, was the 
persistent deficit in balance of payments. The problem with foreign aid is that while giving loans, 
donor countries taking advantage of the weak bargaining position of the capital recipient country 
impose highly objectionable conditions which can affect the autonomy of the decision making 
processes in the recipient country.  
 
Obsolete Technology India is an overpopulated country with ready availability of efficient and cheap 
labour at hand. Unemployment is the major problem, which country is facing even today, and as a 
result capital-intensive methods of production are not suitable for our economy Therefore, a very little 
attention was paid to the development of modern technology at home. At the same time, whatever 
technologies are being utilized presently are obsolete and out dated technologies, are being utilized 
presently are obsolete and out dated technologies, absorbed form foreign economies, which hardly 
contribute to the economic development of the country. As a result, in order to keep pace with world 
economy, India had to import technology from outside. Some of which are not at all suitable for Indian 
conditions. Taking this into consideration India needs to develop its own technology, which can full fill 
the needs of providing job opportunities as well as help the economy in keeping with the modern 
world.  
 
India’s Achievements towards Self-Reliance  
 
So far India is not a completely self-reliant economy, though its progress towards self-reliance in food 
grains, capital equipment, science and technology and capital formation is quite significant. The 
balance of payments situation right now is not precarious, but the country’s dependence on MNCS for 
setting up power projects and large oil imports raise serious doubts about India’s capability to become 
completely self-reliant in near future.  
 

(a) Self Sufficiency in Food grains  
Self-sufficiency in food grains has always been considered and essential condition for India’s self-
reliance. Consequent to the Withdrawal of PL-480 program by the US and subsequent launch of the 
Green Revolution strategy by India, agricultural sector received a boost and due to assiduous efforts 
of more than a decade India achieved the dream of self-sufficiency in the production of food grains by 
1977-78. During the 1980s the imports of food grins in India  
 



reduced considerably. The reason not being a sudden rise in production of food grains, but because 
the country had been able to build up large buffer stocks of food grains from which supplies could be 
released in the years of bad harvests to match the demand. In 1986-87 and 1987-88 the country 
experienced serious droughts. Yet the country successfully handled the food problem without 
recourse to large imports. In January 2002, buffer stocks of food grains were more than 50 million 
tones. This level of buffer stocks was much larger than that was required to sustain public distribution 
system and stabilize prices of food grains in the open markets.  
(b) Self-Reliance in Capital Equipment  
The second Five Year plan laid the foundation of industrial development in India. Since initially the 
private sector did not come forth due to high investment and long gestation period, majority of basic 
and heavy industries such as heavy engineering, machine tools, iron and steel and some other capital 
goods industries were set up in public sector. As a result of boost given by the public sector and 
active participation of private sector later on, India marched on the path of industrial development. 
Today, we are self-sufficient in the production machinery, plant and other capital equipments. Today, 
engineering goods constitute one of the biggest export items. This shows that India’s capital base is 
reasonably strong. India is capable of setting up big industrial units with indigenous machines and 
technical know-how. This undoubtedly is a big achievement of economic planning.  
(c) Self-Reliance in Science and Technology  
Development of science and technology plays a crucial role in the economic development of a 
country. However, given the political environment at the international level, it is not always possible to 
acquire the necessary technology on commercial terms. Hence, there is a strong case for self-
reliance in science and technology. In fact, the country realized this quite early and as a result, the 
country has made a considerable headway in various areas of science and technology. Over the 
years agricultural research has played a crucial role in raising the production of food grains and today 
we are self-sufficient in the production of food grains. India’s competence in industrial technology has 
grown so much that it has now emerged as a leading Third World exporter of industrial know-how, 
technical consultancy and turnkey projects. Even n the atomic energy program, a high degree of self-
reliance has been attained in terms of design, fabrication and commissioning of nuclear power 
reactors and all associated elements. In the space program, capabilities relating to design and 
fabrication of satellites and of satellite launch vehicles have been developed which should lead in a 
few years to the possibility of launching and utilizing operational satellite on an indigenous basis.  
(d) Self-Reliance in Capital Formation  
When India launched the program of planned economic development in 1951, the saving rate (Gross 
Domestic Saving as the percentage of Gross Domestic Product) was as low as 8.9% Since then it has 
risen to over 20% and was 24.4% in 2000-01. At this level of saving not much external assistance is 
required for realizing a modest rate of economic growth of around 5.5% per annum. Over the years, 
dependence on external assistance has declined. For the Seventh Plan 8.8% resources were 
mobilized through external assistance as against 26.3% for the Third Plan and 26.4% for the three 
Annual Plans of the latter half of the 1960s. This fact clearly shows that the country has make a 
significant advance towards self-reliance in the realm of capital formation. The planning Commission 
has hoped that the country’s dependence on external assistance would decrease further during the 
Eight Plan period. However, these expectations were belied as 9.9% resources had to be mobilized 
through external assistance. This because necessary because of the presence of large black income 
in the economy, which is channeled to conspicuous consumption and thus play no role in the 
development of the economy. With appropriate fiscal measures if this black income is  



canalized for the development of the country, the economy would reach a still higher level of saving 
and its dependence on foreign aid would be reduced significantly.  
(e) Balance of Payments Deficit and Self-reliance  
Although India’s balance of payment position has always remained unfavorable; there is no doubt that 
the conditions since 1993-94 have been distinctly favorable in comparison to the conditions prevailing 
in the period 1980-81 to 1992-93. In 1993-94 the current account deficit was only 0.4% of GDP. The 
foreign exchange reserves were equal to eight and a half month’s imports. In this year while imports 
increased at a rate of 10.0%, exports rose at an impressive rate of 20.2%. In 1996-97, the current 
account deficit was 1.2% of GDP. Over the whole of the Eighth Plan period (1992-93 to 1996-97), the 
current account deficit declined to an annual average of 1.2% of GDP from 1.8% of GDP during the 
Seventh Plan. In addition of these significant developments, a noteworthy feature in India’s balance of 
payments in recent years has been improvements in the invisible account due to mainly a spurt in 
tourism earnings and shift of private transfers from illegal channels to banking channels. In 2000-01 
India’s current account deficit declined to 0.5% of GDP as against 1.1% in 1999-2000.  
(f) Energy Crisis and Self Reliance  
At present India is facing a serious energy crisis and until it is solved the country cannot hope to 
become self-reliant. There is an acute shortage of power and energy resources in the country. At the 
same time, transmissions and distribution losses are high. The agricultural consumers are supplied 
power at very subsidized prices, which has led to inefficient use of electricity. The State Electricity 
Boards are grossly overstaffed and are plagued with rampant corruption. Under these circumstances 
India has to depend on foreign MNCs for setting up power projects. These MNCs' insist on 
exceptional rights and privileges for making investments in India.  
Domestic production of oil has stagnated for the last few years and our index of self-reliance in oil has 
come down from 70% in 1984-85 to 32.5% in 2000-01. As a result, imports of petroleum products in 
2000-01 were as large as Rs. 71,497 cores.  
 
As far as the power sector is concerned the problem is far more serious. In this sector, until the State 
Electricity Boards are made autonomous, the pricing policy is rationalized, inefficiencies in the use of 
created capabilities are removed and rampant corruption is checked, energy sector units will not be 
financially viable and the power sector will remain starved of ingestible resources. Under these 
circumstances, the country has no choice but to depend on MNCs for expanding the capacity in the 
energy and power sector.  
 
To sum up, over the years the goal of overall self-reliance has proved to be elusive because of the 
balance of payments problems created largely by oil imports and the serious crisis in the power sector 
which has lately gripped the to attain this objective. Indications are that debt service on borrowings 
will increase in the years ahead. Recently export growth has accelerated, but imports have also 
increased. These trends are expected to persist for some time at least. Hence, India’s  
advance towards the goal of self-reliance in the near future is somewhat doubtful.  
 
Making Our Nation Strong and Self-Reliant  
 
Individuals make the families; families constitute the societies; and societies together form the 
nations, an ensemble of which is seen as the world…. This relationship is not hierarchical in nature; 
rather, it naturally persists and expands like the mutually supportive motion of the waves in an ocean. 
Disturbance in the natural order of any component, though implicitly, affects the others in 
corresponding proportions…. Social anarchy accelerates the law and order problems at national 
level… Moral degradation and instability of the family institution is reflected in similar negative trends 
at the social levels too….Harmony of all musical nodes is necessary for the melody of a tune. 
Analogously, when we talk of all round peace, progress  



and prosperity of the nation, we will have to ensure harmonious endowment of these prospects in its 
constituent social, familial and personal domains too.  
 
The present scenario at global level depicts an arbitrary mélange of bright and gorgeous as well as 
dark and dull colors of positive and negative progress. The national picture – especially in the Indian 
context, is equally blurred. After 50 years of political independence, it is not clear where the nation is 
really headed? There certainly has been significant progress in some fields of science and 
technology. Self-reliance in agriculture, decrease in mortality rate, increase in literacy, are also 
counted as positive signs of progress. But, the explosive growth of population, rapidly declining 
cultural values, unequal economic progress, social disparity, rising corruption in almost every walk of 
national life, decreasing morality and reduced sense of responsibility in the personal, familial and 
social spheres of common man’s life, ….etc, show the depressing sides.  
Excellent constitutional provisions have not been implemented to the extent as might have been 
planned by the architects of sovereign Indian democracy. Social status of women has not been 
ameliorated much as compared to that in the pre independence period. Similar is the case of the 
economic exploitation of the weaker and the poor ones. Wealth of the nation, its economic growth and 
industrialization, seem to have made the rich men richer… ; the poor ones continue to increase in 
number. The condition is more pathetic on other facets of social development. Castism, religious 
misconceptions, blind faith, superstitions, the curse of dowry and similar absurdities of the customs 
and convictions born out of the pernicious era of ignorance and slavery – continue to dominate the 
Indian mind. The political and economic systems too are infected by these social evils in one form or 
the other…. The large numbers of literacy campaigns, healthcare projects, social welfare schemes, 
etc, appear to have little effect in diverting the wrong trends. The egotistic and selfish attitudes of the 
learned and elite ones – including many of the journalists, writers, artists, scientists, philosophers, 
bureaucrats, industrialists, planners, policy makers and managers, etc, and, the ambitions and 
aspirations of the majority for luxuries and aplomb…, have added to the complications of the 
challenging problems associated with national development.  
 
It is surprising to note that even the awareness generated during the great movement of India’s 
independence could not be channelized for similar revolution on the social front. Despite significant 
progress in agriculture, economy, science and technology, the social and religious systems have 
remained the areas of lesser attention.  
 
It is indeed unfortunate that after over 2500 years of slavery, when we finally got the opportunity to 
breath in free India, we, rather than resurrecting our original glory, chose to remain culturally enslaved 
and confused. We became the followers of single tracked materialistic development without bothering 
about what could be essential for elevating the status of a diversified and illiterate society like ours. 
We hardly cared about the inherent nature, culture, convictions, and attitudes of our masses, without 
whose compatible response, efficient cooperation and justified sharing in the national progress, our 
dreams of prosperous development were bound to be shattered in the long run….Our democracy and 
our constitution are indeed the best in the world, and we have the right to crown ourselves with the 
pride of the dignified values these stand for… But, have we ever thought, whether or how much, do 
we deserve them? How can a democracy be healthy and strong unless the voters, who design its 
political edifice, are made aware of their rights and responsibilities? How would we prevent biased 
voting influenced by caste, bribery, personal favors or threats and fears in a society, where, the 
majority of voters are uneducated, ignorant and deprived of even the basic necessities of human life? 
How could we expect efficient, honest and responsible representatives to be elected from a society, 
where, "might is right"; where, social injustice prevails in almost every family – depriving its female 
members of the fundament human  



rights; where, the impact of ‘religion’ has been confined to emotional excitation, blind faith and 
backward traditions?  
 
Some of us might think that this is not our duty to answer the above or to search, our level best, for 
the solutions to accelerate righteous progress of our beloved nation. But then, we might be selfish, 
coward, irresponsible or cynical in some respect, or, might be unaware of our duties and ignorant 
about the facts of – where our true welfare and ultimate interest would lie? Many of us think that the 
best we could do is to improve ourselves, increase our own integrity and efficiency in order to fulfill 
our immediate duties…; because, after all we are not leaders, politicians or activists, who could 
initiate revolutionary movements. We don’t even believe in the purpose and success of any such 
movement these days…. We might be correct, but that is neither the end of our duties, nor, do we get 
to try best use of the limitless potentials of our lives because of the above attitude. We may not 
generate movements, but we can certainly expand the peripheries of our immediate duties to inspire 
all others in our contact to educe greater faith in moral values, righteous thinking, self-confidence and 
sense of responsibilities in them too. Some of us do want to contribute in this direction; we do care for 
altruist service of the nation, but do not know how to proceed? This volume brings motivating 
guidance, detailed information and feasible and creative programs for each one of us to help 
ameliorate our personal, familial and social lives by means of thoughtful orientation and collective 
contribution of our own potentials and talents. The volume also elucidates what is necessary in terms 
of policy decisions and planned reformative activities at national level towards righteous 
implementation of our constitution and prestigious progress of our democracy. Guidelines for viable 
economic techniques for progress of agricultural sector and small-scale industries are also presented 
here along with details on creative programs of effective control of population growth, considering the 
psychological makeup of Indian public. Acharya Sharma was a dedicated freedom fighter, who had 
sincerely participated in the movement of India’s independence. He was trained under the noble 
guidance of Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, (Maharshi) Arvindo 
Ghosh, and other revered national heroes of India. Right since he was a young volunteer in the non-
violent freedom-struggle, this great patriot, saint, spiritual master, social reformer, and sagacious 
scholar had envisaged that – "an absolute revolution would be necessary on the cultural front too, if 
India were to be independent and progressive in the truest sense of the words…". The state of the 
nation today – after 50 years of political independence, evinces that his vision was indeed real.  
What Acharya Sharma had warned 50 years ago, has now become a reality. His trenchant views 
concerning the present state of the nation and its cultural and social system should open the eyes of 
the leaders, policy makers, planners and the intellectuals of today…. His guidance for the future 
development is realistic and takes into accounts the multifarious problems and impedance existing in 
the present system.  
 
After India’s independence, he had, unlike many other freedom- fighters, chosen to dedicate his life 
for social and cultural reformation from the religious rather than political platform. He knew the 
psychology of Indian mind and the depth of its religious spirit….. His definition, philosophy, and 
realizations of religion (refer volume nos. 36, 53 of this series) are scientific and universal as they 
emanate from absolute understanding of human mind and realization of the inner self. His sagacious 
deliberations would convince us that it is religion, which separates animals from humans; which can 
eliminate the smog of animal instincts and unethical passions, and illuminate the intrinsic world by the 
nitid glow of pure intellect and divine piety.  
 
Religion is an integral and intimate component of human life. Then, how could it be separated from 
the social and national domains? In fact, cultural and moral rise of a nation becomes possible only 
when religion – ideal philosophy of life, is given due place in the lives  



of its people. Political anarchy, corruption and autocracy can be controlled by the righteous disciplines 
(ethics) of religion. Acharya Sharma therefore emphasizes the need of compatible conjugation of 
religion, culture and politics. He critically warns those who propagate communalism, superstitions and 
prejudiced principles and traditions in the name of religion.  
His deliberations on the role of religion in national development should be analyzed by all those who 
discard religion from the "prudent modes" of life and who are dead against the collaboration between 
the religious and political systems. His trenchant views should also be read by all those, who try to 
politicize the concept of religion, or who exploit people’s faith for their vested political interests. 
Misconceptions and hypocrisy have no place in Acharya Sharma’s perspicuous explanations.  
 
His thorough discussions encompass comprehensive reviews of other authentic experts of the 
concerned topics. With reference to the reformation of political system, he describes the qualities 
essential for a good leader. The leader should be some one who knows the enormous problems of 
the socioeconomic system of his nation; who has the will and experience of solving people’s problems 
and also has vision to guide viable solutions. A leader has to be an efficient manager – of the national 
system, who is wise, innovative, creative and determined. Integrity of character, altruist attitude and 
stability of mind are fundamental requirements in public service. It is in the context of establishing 
such virtuous tendencies, that the linkage of religion with politics is advocated here.  
 
The author also reminds each voter of the latter’s duties and rights, and, at the same time, inspires 
courage and motivation to enable the voters come forward and strengthens the democratic system. 
He has specially called the awaken talents to feel the pains of the nation and share the collective 
responsibility of national development.  
 
Acharya Sharma’s mission of cultural and religious revolution and social reformation and welfare is 
based on the fundamental elements and principles of the original Indian culture – the culture, which 
had bestowed divine glory on this nation. In his words – "the enlightened development of a nation 
progresses on the strong foundation of the prudence, piety of sentiments and strength of character of 
its citizens…." It is this class of ideal citizens, which has come forward to contribute in the constructive 
programs and reformative activities of his mission.  
 
Acharya Sharma’s mission and its dedicated volunteers stand before us as guiding light and live 
evidences of how awaken talents would design the bright future of the nation. It is by our collective 
endeavors and confidence that, as assured by Acharya Sharma, this country will regain its lost 
prestige and set shining example before the world in the forthcoming century.  
Self reliance goal for now millennium  
 
In a couple of days from now we shall be in the Y2K – year two thousand. And within hours of 
entering the now millennium we would know whether or not the "bug" which worried the work, was 
real or imaginary will the computer fail or accept the change of the century. Several MPs repeatedly 
asked the government during the just-conclude winter session of parliament as to what steps had 
been taken to meet the situation if the computers stop. The issue is of as much worry to the armed 
forces as it is for others. Most of the latest, sophisticated military machines and weapon systems are 
computerized and for a common man. What would happen if the enemy attacks India on the now 
year’s day?  
 
No cause of alarm at all. India has already made giant strides in the software technology, thanks to 
the Defense scientists, especially those in the Bharat Electronically Ltd. (BEL) at Bangalore. They are 
competent enough to meet the Y2K bug. The public sector enterprise was the brainchild of Krishna 
Menon who as the Defense minister in the 1960’s has predicted the need for such an organization to 
design, develop and produce electronics systems for the future armament industry. This and allied 
enterprises have developed consistently over a period of time under the Defense Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO), and grown into an envy of the work. The organization had 
designed and developed for indigenous production most modern sophisticated machines and lethal 
weapon systems, like the missiles, raiders and pilot less aircraft, to name a very few.  
 
The indigenization of military machines is the need for the now millennium, keeping in view the 
present strategic compulsions. The efforts to do that have no so far not progressed satisfactorily for 
various reasons. Actually, the problem for the situation is not the DRDO. It is at the production level. 
How fast to produce equipment designed and developed by our scientists and considered the best in 



the worked even by those who are leaders of defense industry in military advanced countries. Such 
items are many which have been tried and produced by the DRDO, but have not gone into full 
production stream for either lack of funds or availability of foreign exchange to import some crucial 
components which are not produced indigenously.  
 
The most glaring example of such a situation is the production of gas turbine engines for warships, a 
field in which India’s ship building industry has gone quite far. In this context, a question is relevantly 
raised about the civil industry cooperation in import substitution efforts in defense production. This 
rose following a feeling – and rightly too that the components which the defense-production units’ 
import at high costs should be indigenously produced by the private sector industry in adjoining areas 
of the Defense production units. Thus, the production plans halted for want of funds or foreign 
exchange problems can continue and the state-of the-art machinery supplied to the forces fully 
indigenously produced.  
 
This is something, which cannot be achieved and is not done by any production unit anywhere in the 
work. No special facility for the production of a small component of machinery can be raised, 
particularly when its demand is limited to a barely few pieces in an ear. Suppose, for example, a few 
specially designed nuts and bolts are required for, say, a gas turbine engine. It will be totally unwise to 
produce them indigenously, whether in private or public sector, because it will evidently be not 
economically feasible to do that. The components have to be procured from wherever it is produced in 
bulk. Even if abroad. In case of Indian, incidentally, it is invariably abroad; with the result that 
production activist is halted for long spells, at times forever.  
 
This has happened with several projects. The low level radars which incorporate the latest and most 
sophisticated technology in electronics and communications, where not being produced, because the 
costs have escalated for the indigenous production of the components, as well as the imports which 
constitute between 25 and 30 per cent of the components used in its production. But the user have no 
funds to buy them and hence they cannot have the radar’s, despite the fact that the country has a 
potential to produce them.  
 
The IAF is facing a similar situation on the jet trainer front. The Force has been asking for an 
advanced jet trainer since the mid-eighties. Their requirement should have been met at top priority 
basis, because in the absence of an advanced jet, the fighter pilots training are suffering.  
They must be trained on a fast machine of an advanced jet before going in for a "Conversation" for 
supersonic fitter planes like the Jaguars and Mirages. At the moment, we are denied that and the 
denial is considered as one of the main cause for the high rate of accidents in the IAF. It has been 
variously estimated at 3.8 and 2.4 per 1,000 flying hours. This compares poorly with 1.2 per 1,000 
hours in Pakistan, 0.65 in the USA and 0.8 in the UK.  
 
There are several reasons for high rate of accidents in the IAF, like the fact that an IAF fighter pilot 
many , many times more has the flying, say, in the UK and the USA . However, most accidents are 
attributed to pilot error and of course, lack or training on there right type of aircraft. Remember. The 
chief of the Air Staff way back in 1991, Air Chief Marshal S.K.Mahara had asserted that if we did not 
commit ourselves to indigenization, "the IAF  
 
The delay in the implementation of the AJT project is just one example to show how indigenous 
production efforts of the public sector defense industry are halted and last minute rush takes place to 
purchase from abroad off-the-shelf machinery at high costs.  
This tendency is required t be changed and efforts made to put all the emphasis on self-reliance in 
defense production. This, as pointed out earlier, requires cooperation of the civil industry, which can e 
achieved only if there is the political will to make self-reliance a goal for the next millennium. 
 



 



 
 


