
CBSE CLASS X: ENGLISH WRITING: SPEECH 

 When planning a speech keep in mind your occasion, audience and purpose. 

 These three will decide the address, content and tone of your speech. 

 The structure of your speech should include introduction, body and conclusion. 

 Introduction: Begin with a thought provoking question, an interesting & relevant quotation, a 

paradoxical/controversial statement, or even a relevant joke/anecdote. This is to capture your audience’s 

attention & introduce your topic. Proceed seamlessly to the body of your speech. 
 

 Body: This should contain your main points, arguments & illustrations.  Limit yourself to a few, major 

& well expressed & substantiated points.  Focus on quality – don’t try to bring in too many points. 
 

 Conclusion: This should summarise your strongest point/argument.  You should also draw your 

conclusion from this argument.   

 

Read the openings and conclusions of famous speeches reproduced below:- 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: "I Have a Dream" 

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the 

history of our nation.  Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves 

who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their 

captivity… 

 

…And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from 

every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, 

Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro 

spiritual: 

Free at last! Free at last! 

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!³ 

 

John F. Kennedy: Inaugural Address 

Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President Nixon, President 

Truman, Reverend Clergy, fellow citizens: We observe today not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom – 

symbolizing an end, as well as a beginning – signifying renewal, as well as change. For I have sworn before you and 

Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago… 

 

… And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your 

country. My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do 

for the freedom of man. Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here 

the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure 

reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing 

and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own. 
 

Marie Curie: On the Discovery of Radium    

I could tell you many things about radium and radioactivity and it would take a long time. But as we can not 

do that, I shall only give you a short account of my early work about radium. Radium is no more a baby, it is 

more than twenty years old, but the conditions of the discovery were somewhat peculiar, and so it is always 

of interest to remember them and to explain them… 

 



… There is always a vast field left to experimentation and I hope that we may have some beautiful progress 

in the following years. It is my earnest desire that some of you should carry on this scientific work and keep 

for your ambition the determination to make a permanent contribution to science. 

 

Oprah Winfrey: 54th Annual EMMY Awards    

Thank you everybody. Thank you Tom, and Bob and Dolores, who are home watching I hope, thank you so 

much, and to everyone who voted for me. There really is nothing more important to me than striving to be a 

good human being. So, to be here tonight and be acknowledged as the first to receive this honor is beyond 

expression in words for me… 

 

… Maya Angelou said, 'When you learn, teach. When you get, give.' I want you to know that this award to 

me means that I will continue to strive to give back to the world what it has given to me, so that I might even 

be more worthy of tonight's honor.  Thank you." 

 

Hillary Clinton: Women's Rights Are Human Rights  

Mrs. Mongella, Under Secretary Kittani, distinguished delegates and guests, I would like to thank the 

Secretary General of the United Nations for inviting me to be part of the United Nations Fourth World 

Conference on Women. This is truly a celebration - a celebration of the contributions women make in every 

aspect of life: in the home, on the job, in their communities, as mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, learners, 

workers, citizens and leaders. It is also a coming together, much the way women come together every day in 

every country… 

 

… Let this Conference be our - and the world's - call to action. And let us heed the call so that we can create 

a world in which every woman is treated with respect and dignity, every boy and girl is loved and cared for 

equally, and every family has the hope of a strong and stable future. Thank you very much. God's blessings 

on you, your work and all who will benefit from it. 

 

 

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first PM of Independent India: To the Parliament, midnight of 14 August 1947, 

the eve of Indian Independence: 
 

Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not 

wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, 

India will awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out 

from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance… 

 

…We have hard work ahead. There is no resting for any one of us till we redeem our pledge in full, till we 

make all the people of India what destiny intended them to be. We are citizens of a great country, on the 

verge of bold advance, and we have to live up to that high standard. All of us, to whatever religion we may 

belong, are equally the children of India with equal rights, privileges and obligations. We cannot encourage 

communalism or narrow-mindedness, for no nation can be great whose people are narrow in thought or in 

action. To the nations and peoples of the world we send greetings and pledge ourselves to cooperate with 

them in furthering peace, freedom and democracy. And to India, our much-loved motherland, the ancient, the 

eternal and the ever-new, we pay our reverent homage and we bind ourselves afresh to her service. Jai Hind! 

 

 Note that some of the speeches above begin directly on the subject. Others begin by addressing the chief 

members of the audience. You can also begin with a famous quotation relevant to the topic.   

 

 You, as a student, will normally address a gathering in a school. Hence, you can begin with: 

“*Respected Principal, teachers and dear friends, today, I will speak on (state the topic) … 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Day_%28India%29


 Next, over to you. Write a speech within 120 words, to be delivered in morning school assembly:  

1. urging greater self-discipline in various areas among the students of your school. 

OR 

2. putting forward your candidacy for Head Boy/Girl of your school. 

 

 

 

*Adding ‘Respected’ before designations like Chairperson, Principal, Chief Guest, etc. is a typically Asian 

convention. In most other cultures, these designations inherently indicate respect. 

 

 

 

Hope this helps! 


